
August was marked by our summer concerts, preparation for the return of our students to school in September, and a meeting of the Borough Council notable for some serious and impassioned - but courteous and respectful - debate.

The council meeting involved a proposal by the Recreation Department to apply for grant money to fund installation of artificial turf on the fields at Sickles Park. This wasn’t, by any stretch, your grandfather’s (or my generation’s) plastic turf, but modern turf with a near grass-like appearance and feel.

Both opponents and supporters attended the meeting. Supporters viewed the proposal as a way to add field time to our rec program, which has exploded with the success of the lacrosse and field hockey programs, without having to look for space to put in a new field. 

Opponents, including neighbors, were concerned about losing the park-like feel of Sickles, with field striping lasting year round. Some were concerned about the turf warming to an uncomfortable temperature on sunny days, which might make it unfit for sitting or playing on the grass. Some were worried about the cost.

The main meeting room in Borough Hall has a capacity of 100 people, and the room was full, with some standing in back. Most in attendance, including many of our children who participate in the rec program, were there to discuss the turf proposal.

In a great lesson in democracy for the children, those who spoke were engaging and passionate about their particular view - but thoughtful and courteous as well. No name-calling, no yelling, and no finger pointing, as can sometimes happen during public debate, especially when people believe deeply in their point of view.

At the end of the meeting, the Council determined that, without full support of the public, the town would likely have trouble seeking grant money for the turf idea. Instead, in a proposal that seemed to have the support of the audience, the Council determined to apply for grant money for drainage and other improvements to the sports fields behind Borough Hall and the Library. The hope is that the improvements will cut back on the number of days that maintenance issues or soupy conditions after a rainstorm knocks those fields out of commission.

I would like to thank everyone who attended and spoke, for the truly admirable way in which they addressed the issues. I was proud of our Recreation Department for the thorough manner in which the proposal was researched and presented, our residents (adults and children) for their insightful comments both pro and con, and our Council Members for their debate and resolution.

So looking forward, as we ease into September and the return to school for many, I want to ask everyone to carry that responsible approach forward, and fold it into your driving habits.

As someone who has on many occasions dropped my children off at the elementary schools and the high school, I know that cell phone use by drivers in line to drop off students happens way too frequently. It shouldn’t happen, ever, and I’m asking again that our drivers put down the phone, watch out for our kids returning to school, and save the call or text for later.

I have spoken to our Police Chief, and he and his officers will be watching, especially at drop-off points. If the embarrassment of receiving a ticket in front of the kids isn’t enough incentive, here are the new fines, effective July 1, 2014: $200-$400 for a first offense, $400-$600 for a second offense, and $600-$800 for a third offense, with the possibility of a 90-day license suspension and three points.

And if that is still not enough incentive, think about the reason for the law in the first place: the potential for injury, or worse. Do you really want to risk it?

Of course, our police encourage motorists to obey all traffic laws and speed limits in town, and directions by crossing guards, at all times. Let’s be careful out there – and watch out for each other.  

Lastly, we want to wish Emily Mazzoni, our part-time library technician, well as she moves on to a full-time position with another library. We’d also like to welcome Emily’s replacement, Jessica Maratea, who will graduate with a Masters in Library Science this December. Jessica will be our “tween” librarian as well. Please visit this great community resource and introduce yourself to Jessica.

In closing, please call Borough Hall with any concerns, or contact me directly by calling my home phone at 732-576-8595, or emailing me at bobneff80@gmail.com. 

On behalf of the Governing Body, we wish you all a safe and happy September.
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