
Just as this newsletter was going to press, Little Silver was saddened to learn of the death of one of our long-time, devoted public works employees, Dominick Soldo, 56, after an illness.

It was a shock. Dominick had been talking about when, not if, he would be returning to work. Little Silver will miss Dominick and his efforts, since joining the crew in 1983, to help make our town shine.

Please, as you go about your day, remember Dom and his family in your thoughts and prayers. He will be remembered as friendly and kind, and helpful to so many who needed an extra hand.

Last month, two new men in blue, a ‘tick tip’ from a resident, a successful fundraiser, and other news in “golden” September filled our calendars, and October will be busier, with a number of perennial favorites on tap.

First, Little Silver recently lost Lt. Bob Frank to retirement after many years of faithful service to the borough as a police officer, and to his hometown of Fair Haven as a volunteer. We also saw Officer Amanda Arnold move to a larger department in East Brunswick. We wish Amanda well in her new endeavor, and wish all the best to Bob in retirement.

Filling the void will be new officers Taylor Doremus and Brian Conover, chosen after a lengthy and rigorous selection process. Taylor worked in Little Silver previously as a relief dispatcher, and was a special officer this summer in Wildwood Crest. Brian has been a special officer in Sea Bright, and has his helicopter pilot’s license.

Friends and family attended their recent swearing in. Please welcome Brian and Taylor to Little Silver.

In the “news you can use” department, the services provided by Monmouth County are many and varied, and a resident called recently to commend the use of the county’s tick identification service to those who are concerned about infection from a tick bite.

The Monmouth County Mosquito Extermination Commission will identify any tick brought in to it, and then will test any deer tick (for a $25 fee) for disease, including lyme disease.

Identification and testing is available to any resident of Monmouth County at the MCMEC office at 1901 Wayside Road, Tinton Falls. More information is available at http://www.visitmonmouth.com/page.aspx?ID=2859. We encourage our residents who may be out for a brisk fall walk on our many trails, or just out raking the leaves, to take advantage of this service if they or their pets pick up an unwelcome passenger.

September also saw the first large-scale fundraiser to benefit the historic Parker Homestead. Thanks to the efforts of the Monmouth County Historical Association and Parker Homestead - 1665, Inc. (our local charitable organization whose aim is to raise money to complete renovations at the important historical site), it was a great success.

Their work built on efforts going back 20 years to restore and open the 400-year-old homestead, starting with the generosity of Julia Parker and her family, the efforts of former mayor Suzy Castleman, and many donors and volunteers (a cast most recently headed by Monte Edwards, and including our former police chief Greg Strand, my former teacher John Measly, our municipal court judge Jim Berube, and so many others that I am now in trouble for not naming them all), to keep this project moving forward with minimal expense to taxpayers.

We look forward to working with PH1665 to get the homestead renovated and open on a regular basis as soon as possible.

Speaking of fundraising, Little Silver again ‘went gold’ in September in recognition of Pediatric Cancer Research Awareness Month. Little Silver has so many families who have been touched by this disease, and who work hard to raise awareness of the need for research funding.

Thank you to local moms Beth McLoone and Gerri Daneman, and others, for their efforts, and to all those who continue to raise money – during a time when raising money has become more and more difficult - to combat so many difficult afflictions.

October offers a number of favorite town-wide events, including the Halloween Parade sponsored by the fire department on October 19 at 1 pm., and the Little Silver Business and Professional Association’s used book and CD sale at the Woman’s Club on Saturday, October 18 from 9 to 4. Look for drop off locations around town.
And the Little Silver PTO’s Little Silver 5k, including a kid’s fun run at 8:45 am and the main event at 9:30, takes place on Sunday, October 5, starting on Ridge Road near the high school. There will be a post-race party at the Little Silver firehouse.

Lastly, a request. A concerned resident called about overgrown bushes at a busy intersection that blocked site lines to oncoming traffic. It’s that time of year – after a summer’s growth, many shrubs at intersections can become hazards. Please check to make sure your landscaping hasn’t become a site impediment to motorists.

For that and everything else our volunteers and residents do to continue to make Little Silver such a special community, thank you.

In closing, please call borough hall with any concerns, or contact me directly by calling my home phone at (732) 576-8595, or emailing me at bobneff80@gmail.com. On behalf of the governing body, have a great Fall season!
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