A repeat win in the greatest race, a novel proposal for Little Silver, and new recognition of our town’s veterans are in the news lately. And we’re anticipating dressing up the downtown a bit this holiday season.

More on all that, but first I’d like to recognize the efforts of our Fire Department, which again sponsored a successful Halloween parade, and the Little Silver Business and Professional Association, which helped us clean out our attics by sponsoring their annual October used book and CD sale.

Both are great examples of our businesses and volunteers making our town a great place to live and raise children. Thank you everyone.

As to the repeat win, Little Silver resident Catherine Wimmer, who is just 12 years old, won the women’s Little Silver 5K for the second year in a row. Terrific to have such a great young athlete in town. Just as it is terrific that our PTO works so hard to sponsor the annual event. It gets bigger every year and attracts everyone from very accomplished runners to those who just want to go for a “fun run” – or walk.

Catherine, will there be a three-peat in 2015?

In the “novel proposal” category, a resident recently raised with the Borough Council the idea of a family-style restaurant and bar in town. While the restaurant part of the proposal is not unique, the suggestion that it include a bar would be a first for Little Silver.

The concept is that families looking to take a break from eating at home could get out for a drink and a good meal right here in Little Silver. Of course, we already have wonderful restaurants in town where diners can bring their own bottle; this proposal would allow the purchase of a drink on the premises.

Little Silver has never sold, to anyone’s memory, a license to sell alcohol for consumption on the premises. Instead, it has only licensed a liquor store (our very own Little Silver Bottle Shop) and the sale of unrefrigerated beer at the A&P.

The Governing Body will be doing a little due diligence in the coming weeks to investigate the proposal. If allowed, where might it be located? What hours of operation, or other restrictions, should apply? What price might the town receive for such a license?

Our understanding thus far is that Little Silver, based on our population, would be allowed to sell only one such license at a public bidding. Further discussion is scheduled for the November 17 meeting of the Borough Council at Borough Hall.

Also this month, on November 11, the Borough will host its first formal recognition of Veterans Day, with the occasion marked by the placement of a Blue Star marker in Memorial Park.

Some of you may have seen other area Blue Star markers, which are sponsored by garden clubs around the state and recognize the service of our soldiers in foreign wars.

The ceremony will take place at 11 a.m. in Memorial Park or, in the event of severe weather, at the Woman’s Club on Church Street. I want to thank Joan Cichalski, president of the Little Silver Garden Club, for bringing the idea to my attention, Council President Don Galante and the Governing Body for their strong support for the idea.

We look forward to seeing many of you come out to recognize the extraordinary service of the soldiers who have fought for all of us, sometimes very far from home.

I would be remiss if I did not mention that, as I write this, we are approaching the second anniversary of Superstorm Sandy. Even at this stage, some of our residents remain out of their homes. A kind word or an offer of assistance to those still struggling with recovery would, I’m sure, be appreciated.

I don’t know that we will see that kind of event again, but our emergency preparations continue year-round, and always assume that the worst is yet to come. They include the acquisition, at no cost, of rescue vehicles from the Department of Defense to be used for evacuations and other emergency activity, and constant planning by our Office of Emergency Management.

Every resident can help us prepare by making absolutely sure that they are signed up for emergency notifications by landline, cell phone, text and email. Go to www.littlesilver.org and click on the red “Two River Alert – Code Red” button at the top right. If you require assistance, please contact Borough Hall at 732-842-2400, and we’ll get you set up.

Lastly, we expect that the old-fashioned streetlamp posts on Prospect Avenue in the downtown area will be dressed up a bit for the holiday season. Look for a modest, fun addition to Little Silver’s holiday décor, coming soon.  Speaking of the upcoming holiday season, be sure to mark your calendars for the annual Holiday Tree Lighting at Borough Hall on Sunday, December 7, 4:00 p.m.   

In closing, please call Borough Hall with any concerns, or contact me directly by calling my home phone at 732-576-8595, or emailing me at bobneff80@gmail.com. On behalf of the Governing Body, have a great Thanksgiving!

