A Branch Avenue traffic lights development, the passing of a long-time friend of Little Silver, and a First Aid membership drive kept the borough busy in February.

And the snow took a little bit of time and effort as well.

Now that it’s March, with any luck, the heaviest snow is behind us. But if not, we can count on our Department of Public Works to continue its great track record of clearing our roads.

After one heavy snowstorm, I received an email that started by critiquing a couple of neighboring towns and concluded that, in comparison, “Little Silver DPW rocks!” I also want to thank those of you who cleared your sidewalks, under very difficult conditions. Our pedestrians and students were safer for your efforts.

Potholes, of course, were Old Man Winter’s parting gift, and Little Silver will be entering into a shared service with Rumson for “hot patch” equipment to repair them. Hot patch makes for a more effective repair, and the shared service will save both boroughs some money.

Next, many of you are interested in whether the Branch Avenue traffic lights at Rumson and White will stay put. In December, a well-attended special meeting left Monmouth County, who controls the lights, a lot to think about.

Among other things, the County engineer since then has advised that he would like to leave the lights up and continue to collect accident, flow and other data for the next 10 to 12 months in order to more reliably address some of the concerns raised at the meeting.

Our Traffic and Safety Committee has endorsed  keeping the lights up, and our Police Department is satisfied that preliminary statistics show fewer accidents and accidents that are less severe, since the lights have been up. But many, especially those who live in the vicinity of the traffic lights, have expressed environmental and quality of life concerns, and have asked that they come down.

The Governing Body has therefore agreed to support the County’s continuing effort to collect the most reliable data it can, and to work with neighboring residents and others to address their concerns wherever possible. We will continue to monitor the County’s activity and will report further developments.

Next, I’m saddened to report the death of Rich Foster, a life member of the Little Silver Fire Department, past president of the Fire Company in 1986-1987, and a member of the Emergency Medical Service. Rich, who had retired to North Carolina, is remembered fondly as a great, friendly presence here in Little Silver, always lending a helping hand.

The EMS, by the way, is in the midst of a membership drive. Training is provided and paid for, and the satisfaction of helping others in need, and saving lives, is its own great reward. Liz Giblin, who captains the EMS, says about one in 12 households in Little Silver will call the EMS for help this year. Contact the EMS by going to www.littlesilverems.org and clicking on “join our squad.”

Lastly, a reminder about two great annual events that roll around in March. On March 22, the Environmental Commission hosts Environmental Day at the Woman’s Club. Read about it in this Newsletter and on line. And on March 15, the Fire Department hosts its annual, family-friendly St. Patrick’s Day party at the firehouse. Buy advance tickets by going to www.littlesilverfd.org.  

 In closing, please remember that our website, www.littlesilver.org, contains lots of additional information, and is constantly updated. If you don’t find what you are looking for here, you will likely find it on line.

On behalf of the entire Governing Body, we want to join everyone in welcoming the arrival of Spring this month. As always, if you ever have an issue or concern, please call me at home at 732-576-8595, or email to bobneff80@gmail.com.

