
A request to help us clear our streets, a little upcoming holiday action to benefit our library and volunteers, and other seasonal activity is keeping us busy in town, as are preparations for winter’s arrival this month.

First, we’re asking everyone to respect the brush and limb pickup schedule that has been in place for many years.

For those of you who aren’t aware, brush and limb pickup ends at the latest on November 1 (that’s the last pick up date for Zone 3) to make way for leaf pickup, as posted in the newsletter and on line.

Brush and limb pickup will resume after January 1. Please help public works clear the piles of leaves, and help keep our streets clear and safe, but holding back any brush or limbs, which will not be picked up. Your landscapers should be aware of the schedule, but please remind them if necessary.

If you ever have any questions about what the borough picks up, and when, please consult www.littlesilver.org or this newsletter, which comes out every month, or contact borough hall. The borough provides an extensive array of disposal services.

Looking forward, public works director Jim Gannon advises that 100 tons of environmentally-friendly salt (purchased through the county’s purchasing program to save money) have been stockpiled in preparation for what some forecasters say is supposed to be an icy winter. In addition, plows and trucks involved in snow clearing have been inspected and maintained.

Like the homeowner’s snow shovels and ice melter, we hope to not have to use them, but our DPW is prepared to get to work if needed.    

Speaking of winter, you can always tell what time of year it is when the Little Silver Fire Department starts putting up its Christmas tree sales apparatus. Please stop by the firehouse for a tree or other holiday decorations to support our volunteers.

Also, on December 12, from 5 to 8 p.m., the Little Silver Business and Professional Association will again sponsor its annual horse and wagon rides through town, starting at the Fire House. Please stay tuned for a date and time. It is a truly special event that evokes an old-time, home-town, holiday feeling. 

The Little Silver Library will also be marking the holidays with a Holiday Boutique, featuring crafts by local artisans, on December 6 from noon to 4 pm. The library receives 20 percent of the proceeds, so this is an ideal time to do a little shopping.

And the tree lighting, of course, will take place at 4:00 on December 7 at borough hall. Our school chorus will entertain us, the lights will go on, and I hear a rotund, red-suited visitor may stop by – if everyone is good.

Looking back briefly to November, I’d like to thank our Little Silver Garden Club and Councilman Don Galante for their involvement in bringing a Blue Star marker to town, and all those involved in our revived Veterans Day ceremony. We will do it again next year, and every year. Please stop by Memorial Park to see the new monument and to spend a moment reflecting on the many names on our memorials. 

Also in November, Little Silver was again awarded a bronze certification for its environmentally-friendly policies by Sustainable Jersey. We can thank our Environmental Commission for making that happen. They’re shooting for silver certification this year, says chairwoman Bonnie Akey.

Lastly, I want to thank the residents who came to our discussion about a proposal to put a family-friendly bar/restaurant in town. There were a number of suggestions that a referendum be considered to help the governing body decide whether to issue a liquor license to accommodate such a proposal.

State law would allow for the issuance of only one such license, and the council is continuing to investigate the proposal in order to make an informed decision. No formal action is scheduled at this time.  

In closing, please call borough hall with any concerns, or contact me directly by calling my home phone at (732) 576-8595, or emailing me at bobneff80@gmail.com. On behalf of the governing body, we wish you a peaceful, joyous holiday season.
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