
I’m writing this after returning from a whirlwind of Saturday activity around town. Residents were well-served, and lots more is in store.

At the Woman’s Club, the Environmental Commission was hosting Environmental Day. Residents donated clothes, learned about and acquired rain barrels and compost bins, and more.

By morning’s end, a huge truck in the crowded parking lot was filled with old computer monitors and electronics, and more were still coming in. Friendly, helpful and courteous Boy Scout Richard Kane helped pick up a behemoth of an old television that had been left out on the street for days, and staged it with dozens of others to be picked up by a second truck the following Monday.

Now that’s clearing out the clutter!

Up the street, “Officer Frank” Salerno was hosting a group of boys and their dads, teaching them about police equipment and technique at Borough Hall. The heavy SWAT vest seemed to be a big hit. Pizza followed.

At the borough ball fields, baseball teams were out for early practices under blue skies, and Recreation Director Doug Glassmacher and Councilman Don Galante were discussing improvements to the fields.

A fundraiser the night before by the Education Foundation of Little Silver had been wildly successful, as we all learned that Little Silver Has Talent. Great performances by all.  And at the Fire House, the LSFD was doing some final cleanup after their successful, family-friendly St. Patrick’s Day party a week earlier.

All great services to the town, making for lots of activity – something Thomas B. Judge, Jr. no doubt would have enjoyed. Mr. Judge served Little Silver as mayor in 1971 and 1972. Sadly, we flew our flags at half mast for him in March, when he passed away after an illness.

Our condolences to Mayor Judge’s family, many of whom still live in the area. He was an Army veteran, accomplished in the field of private equity, and a true-blue servant of Little Silver.

Looking forward, April 13, 2014 begins National Library Week. The Little Silver Library invites children to stop by for the Spring Break Movie Matinee "Frozen" on Tuesday, April 15 at 2:30 p.m. For adults, an Introduction to Zentangle will take place on Wednesday, April 16 at 1 p.m. (registration is required).

You don’t know what Zentangle is? Check out the library’s website at www.littlesilver.lib.nj.us.

April also brings a frenzy of spring clean up activity, and we would ask everyone to adhere to the brush and limb pickup schedule. If you’re like me and do it yourself, please work with the schedule, and if you have help, please let your landscaper or clean up crew know what your week is. The information is always on line at www.littlesilver.org.

We know, sometimes it’s not entirely convenient. But there are more than 55 miles of roads in Little Silver, so please help our Department of Public Works keep them safe and clean, and please help the town comply with DEP regulations, by doing your part.

Lastly, the governing body has introduced a budget that will drop the municipal purposes tax rate from .518 to .495, meaning municipal purposes taxes on $500,000 of valuation will drop by about $115 from 2013. While the total spending package increases slightly over last year, our department heads, our CFO and our finance committee worked hard to keep this austere budget well within the two-percent spending cap.

In closing, I always like to invite those with questions or concerns to contact me at home at 732-576-8595, or by email at bobneff80@gmail.com. 

For those who would like to volunteer, you can take your inspiration this month from Dave Ballard, who just won the Recreation Committee’s Spirit Award. I remember talking to Dave and others about their idea for a lacrosse clinic, to be developed into a full-blown lacrosse program if the clinic succeeded, five or six years ago

Succeed it did. Now, the program has more than 300 players, thanks to Mr. Ballard and his colleagues. On behalf of the Governing Body, thanks to all our volunteers for what you do. Have a great Spring!
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