
Mayor’s Message for the New Year . . . 
 
At our annual Reorganization Meeting on January 5, the Governing Body was privileged to 
welcome and swear in the new leadership of our EMS, Fire Police and Fire Department. With 
appreciation to our outgoing Fire Chief Jim Jiminaro and outgoing EMS Captain Peter Giblin, we 
welcomed 2012 Fire Chief Andrew Smith and EMS Captain Michael Very. Les Mathis, our Fire 
Police captain in 2011, remains in office this year.  
 

We're fortunate to have such great volunteers. And our employees, led by Clerk/Administrator 
Helen Gormley, have been outstanding.  
 

It was my privilege to have been able to officiate at the Reorganization Meeting, where we 
welcomed a new member of the Borough Council, Dane Mihlon, and where Councilman Dan 
O'Hern was sworn in to a second term. Your Governing Body is looking forward to the hard work 
that 2012 will bring, and to serving all of you to the best of our ability.  
 
The changing of the guard that happens as the New Year comes is a bittersweet time, and 
merits reflection and reassessment. Rather than deliver a traditional "State of the Union" 
address, I offered to the Reorganization Meeting attendees some amateur verse I penned 
during the New Year's weekend. Nobody booed, so I thought I would share it with all of 
you in this space. Here it is:  
 
Last year, this time, three feet of snow, gave Little Silver fits. 
Later still, Irene’s ill will, and earthquake tremors, hit. 
 

Our EMS and Fire Police, our firefighters too,  
Police and Public Works prevailed, as they always do. 
 

Nature triumphed only once, our mayor fought that fight, 
But Suzy, missing Don (for sure) went into that good night. 
 

Others lost set spirits low - Chief Ambrosino, Chip Connell, 
And Bernie Marx, who served our town, they surely did it well. 
 

Retirement blessed Tom Mancuso, Bob Tetley and the Chief. 
And Susan Edwards said goodbye, Anita’s her relief. 
 

Memorial Park is now online, from Goff a big hooray. 
The courtyard at Point Road is cool (plans by Jim Gilday).  
 

The world’s stage was “occupied,” on Wall Street most of all. 
Bin Laden’s end by Seal’s shot - free people cheered his fall. 
 

What’s to come? Well, who’s to say, but issues that loom large, 
Are Parker House, replacing bridges, perhaps a new garage? 
 

Spiffed up recreation fields are up for some discussion, 
a winery, new homes and more, keep planners’ meetings buzzin’.   
 

Arnold and Smith are new this year, they joined Chief Shaffery, 
They’ll keep us safe in two-aught-twelve, the best is yet to be. 
 

With Dan and Don, and Dane and Jon, and thankfully Stuart and Dave, 
Your Council works hard, and, says this bard, prudently makes its way.  



 

I’ve missed some names - we know you’re there, and no offense was meant. 
Appreciation is the key, our thanks was the intent. 
 

My rhyme is done, the meter’s busted, besides, it’s growing late, 
Happy New Year to all of you, who make Little Silver great!  
 
 
I look forward to the first year of my term as Mayor, and welcome your suggestions, 
comments, criticisms, and - hopefully - your offer to volunteer in some fashion. There are 
innumerable ways to serve your town, from coaching a recreation sport, to serving on a 
committee, to joining one of our volunteer emergency services or one of our civic groups. 
 
If I can ever be of service, please email me at bobneff80@gmail.com or call me at home 
at 732-576-8595.  May 2012 be prosperous and peaceful for you and yours. 
 


