
April was marked by the introduction of a municipal budget, the success of a new seniors’ program, and other developments, and now we look to May and its rec-sponsored community celebration, our solemn Memorial Day ceremony, and the spring-cleanup brush piles that tell us summer is on its way.  

First, a quick reminder. Posted on littlesilver.org are schedules for the placement of brush and limbs to the curb. If you are unclear on the schedule, please contact borough hall for assistance. Adherence to the schedule helps keep the town sightly and safe, and in compliance with DEP regulations, by keeping piles off the streets for prolonged periods.

It also assists our public works department, which is in its busiest season. In addition to maintaining our fields and parks in excellent condition, and picking up brush and limbs, our DPW has put down more than 16 tons – yes, tons – of pothole filler since the snow stopped (using our new hot patch machine in a shared service with Rumson).

 And the department has refurbished the Sickles Park restrooms. 

So thanks for following the schedule and doing your part to help our guys help us.

Next, the budget. As in every small town, it is a struggle to offer services that residents and businesses expect, while keeping property taxes from causing us to head for the hills.

This year, the Borough Council was scheduled to adopt a spending package that calls for a municipal purposes tax rate of 43 cents, down from last year’s rate of 46 cents. To give you some idea of the effect of the decrease, the owner of a home with the average residential assessment of $635,600 would see a $184.32 decrease in their municipal purposes tax bill this year. 

However, taking into account any change in an individual property’s assessment, the actual municipal purposes tax on any given property could go up, stay the same, or go down.

As most of you know, Monmouth County towns are part of a pilot program where the county now looks at the assessments on a yearly basis, rather than every ten years. The benefit is that costly town-wide revaluations are avoided, and those wide swings in property valuations every ten years have now given way to periodic tweaks in an effort to keep assessments in line with fair market value, as the state Constitution requires.

By the way, generally, your municipal purposes tax  – which covers municipal services such as police, public works, borough administration, and municipal capital projects and improvements such as road maintenance – accounts for just over a quarter of your total property tax. The remainder of your property tax payment is attributable to local school taxes, regional high school taxes, a penny open space tax, and the county tax.

Taxes are a complex subject. As always, if you have questions on your own property’s assessment or the method by which assessments are reached, you may contact our assessor’s office in borough hall, or click on littlesilver.org to find answers to a list of frequently asked questions. 

Next, I’m pleased to report that a free exercise program for our seniors met with a great response in April. If you are interested in attending the next session, please contact resident Corinne Thygeson at thygeson@comcast.net, or call (732) 383-5017. Thanks again to Corinne and our recreation department for looking to broaden our offerings to seniors and others.

May has much in store, and I would encourage you to review this newsletter and our website for schedules of events. In particular, our businesses are having their sidewalk sales on May 14, 15 and 16, during which our library will have a book sale in front of Borough Hall. Please come out and shop local!

And of course we’ll have our Memorial Day parade, starting at 8 a.m. near the Willow Deli and winding down to Memorial Park, where we will formally honor those who died in battle. Little Silver has lost five young men to war, so please come join us in remembering their sacrifice, and that of their friends and family.

Lastly, our volunteer EMS has a terrific plant sale (I get my flowers and vegetables there and they’re terrific) on May 3 at the Fire House. Stop in early for the best selections, and help support our volunteers.

As always, please call borough hall with any concerns, or contact me directly by calling my home phone at (732) 576-8595, or emailing me at bobneff80@gmail.com. On behalf of the governing body, we wish you a strong and steady stride into summer.
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