Mayor’s Message March 2015

The fact that a page of this newsletter is occupied by news of the Community Garden planned for the spring is encouraging; for as I write this, we’re encountering a sunny, 30-degree Sunday in February sandwiched between single-digit weather.

So right now, 30 degrees might feel like a heat wave, but with six inches of snow on the ground, gardening is out of the question.  Not for long, though. Please check out page 3 here and www.littlesilver.org for more information.

In the meantime, with any luck, the weather has turned by the time you receive this.  Looking back, the winter brought out the best in many of our residents and employees, so I’d like to recognize a couple nice initiatives.

First, our neighbors in Fair Haven have, for some time, had a program matching seniors, or others who have difficulty shoveling snow, with eighth graders desiring to serve their town. Thanks to Little Silver resident Eileen Kubaitis, with a little help from her friends,  Little Silver now has such a program.

Eileen, with the support of schools Superintendent Carolyn Kossack, arranged the volunteer service and sent flyers home with the students. In addition, in a quick flurry (bad pun intended) of emails and texts that I was privileged to be copied on, Boy Scout Troop 126, members of the Embury Methodist Church, my pal AJ McNally and family, and others collected names of volunteers and those in need, and started digging out.

The effort also helped our town become a bit safer by clearing paths for pedestrians. Eileen is continuing to revise the list of volunteers and residents who could use a helping hand, and can be contacted at kubaitise@gmail.com.

I also want to thank everyone who cleared their own sidewalks. It can be a chore or expense, but it is appreciated by every pedestrian. Some residents went above and beyond, clearing their neighbors’ walks as well. 

Our Public Works employees also kept at it in the worst of conditions and at the worst of times to clear our roads, beginning at 1 a.m. on more than one occasion.  Our Police and Emergency Services volunteers persevered under the same uncomfortable conditions, sometimes in negative wind chill temperatures, and always with great results. Thank you all.

Lastly, I want to acknowledge the truly remarkable achievement of our student cyber sleuths. Two teams from Markham Place and one from Red Bank Regional have risen above thousands of teams from around the country to reach the finals of the Air Force Association’s annual CyberPatriot competition.  The competition challenges the students to find and fix vulnerabilities in computer operating systems. With cyber terrorism and corporate computer hacking so much in the news, we’re proud of our teams and their coach, Little Silver’s own Mandy Galante, and happy they’re on our side.  Along with another local team from Leonardo, they’re headed to Maryland for the finals from March 11-15. Go get ‘em!

As always, please call Borough Hall with any concerns, or contact me directly by calling my home phone at 732-576-8595, or emailing me at bobneff80@gmail.com. On behalf of the Governing Body, we wish you a happy Saint Patrick’s day and smooth sailing into April.

Robert C. Neff, Jr.

Mayor, Borough of Little Silver

