I’d like to start off this month’s message by reminding everyone that we have a terrific library in town – and it’s not your grandfather’s library, as the Madison Avenue types say. Or is it?

Anita O’Brien and her librarians have kept pace with electronic innovations and other offerings that the public now expects, with the help of its Board of Trustees and Boy Scout projects that have kept the building user-friendly and up to date, and operating on a realistic budget.

And one of the neatest things about this great resource is that it serves every segment of our population, from new moms who bring their young ones to story time, to tweens, to our seniors, who find fellowship and information in a comfortable, friendly and helpful environment.

So maybe it is indeed your grandfather’s library!

The library has so much to offer that I won’t go on at length here, but please stop in, visit www.littlesilver.lib.nj.us., or check them out on Facebook. Did you know, for example, that you can get free passes to museums such as the American Museum of Natural History, the Guggenheim, and the Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum – just by having a library card in good standing?  You can – so sign up! 

Looking back to May, our Recreation Department sponsored a gathering to recognize our volunteer coaches, complete with a gourmet dinner courtesy of Chef Peter Roskowinski and the Red Bank Regional High School Culinary Club. We rely so heavily on those who step up every season to coach, assistant coach, or just help out, that we really can’t thank them enough.

This year’s gathering was made even more special with the Little Silver Spirit Award going to Brian Kreszl, whose smile lights up the town. His dad Bob and twin brother Eric were on hand for the festivities, and we know that Brian’s mom was looking down with pride.

On Memorial Day, of course, we honored our war dead with our annual parade and ceremony in Memorial Park, which looked terrific thanks to the efforts of our Department of Public Works Department. If you didn’t have the opportunity to attend, please stop by the park one day and note all the local names on the memorials there. Those who were killed in battle are marked with stars. Real sacrifice, real close to home.

Importantly, in May we also celebrated the opening of our new Community Garden, located behind the Parker Sickles Homestead and across from Sickles Market. Bonnie Akey, Susan Murray, Jen Pardee, and so many others from the Environmental Commission and community, spent many months designing, planning, and shoveling to make this terrific addition to our town happen.

It was a true grass roots effort, with farmer Bob Sickles Sr. providing invaluable advice; Kate Quinn and Girl Scout Troop 366 providing labor and equipment; Tyler Birn constructing four ADA-compliant raised gardening beds; the NJ Youth Corps providing labor; Corky Johnson building a kiosk; gifts of compost bins from Mary Kay DeWynGaert and the Parker Homestead; a wheelbarrow from Jill Drummond; and the gifts and talents of so many others that I am now probably in trouble for missing someone.  May everyone’s harvest be bountiful!

Lastly, our Fire Department knocked down a nasty residential structure fire in May, along with answering the usual plethora of calls. No injuries, thankfully. Yet another example of a successful volunteer agency working hard for us, with assists from our neighboring towns. Thanks to all of you.

In June, we’re looking forward to graduation ceremonies at Markham Place School and at Red Bank Regional High School. The more I learn about our high school and grammar schools (and my three children have gone to all of them), the more I appreciate living in an area with such excellent schools.

On behalf of the Governing Body, congratulations to all of our graduates, and a pleasant June to all. As always, please call Borough Hall (732-842-2400) with any concerns, or contact me directly by calling my home phone at 732-576-8595, or emailing me at bobneff80@gmail.com.

Robert C. Neff, Jr.

Mayor, Borough of Little Silver

