Mayors Message April 2015

Our students had some sweet victories this month, a long-time employee and likely familiar face to many retired, and we were saddened to learn of the deaths of a devoted Little Silver servant, and a long-time high school teacher.   Among all that news, we’re looking ahead to a busy April. 

First, I’d like to recognize our Recreation Department and resident Corinne Thygeson for starting a free exercise program for our more senior residents. “Seniorcize” is coming to the Woman’s Club at 9 am on Thursdays, starting April 16.

To sign up, call Corinne at 732-383-5017 or email thygeson@comcast.net . Thanks to all for this initiative to broaden our recreational offerings to all age categories.

At the other end of the age spectrum, a Little Silver 5th and 6th grade basketball team in the Two River Hoops League defeated a Shrewsbury team, 20-12, in the championship game in March. Great win!

In still another victory, this one on the national stage, three teams of local students defeated more than a thousand teams from around the country to advance to the finals of the Air Force Association’s country-wide CyberPatriot competition.

In March, the students traveled to Maryland for the finals round, where Markham Place teams placed second and third, and the Red Bank Regional High School team finished strong, in this high-visibility competition that requires students to find – and then fix - vulnerabilities in computer operating systems.

Congratulations to these students, all of whom were exposed to educational and career opportunities in this critical field.

 And finally, Little Silver’s Patrick Monaghan, a student at Red Bank Regional, was selected as a finalist from over 38,500 New Jersey students in the national Poetry Out Loud contest. Patrick recited three classic poems from memory in Princeton University’s Richardson Auditorium. The talents of our students are diverse indeed. 

Next, the Borough lowered its flags in March upon the death of former Councilman Henry A. Pope Jr., who passed away at the age of 94. Mr. Pope also served on the Little Silver Board of Education, and was a valued volunteer.

Our sympathies are extended to his wife Elaine, and to his family. We thank Mr. Pope for his devoted service to his home town of 48 years, and his family for sharing him with us.

Our sympathies also go out to the Trufolo family. Anthony F. Trufolo Sr., of Little Silver, passed away in March at the age of 98.

Mr. Trufolo will be remembered, among other things, for his 46 years as a teacher and Director of Audio Visual Aides at Red Bank Regional High School, where he had been inducted into the Hall of Fame.

March also saw the retirement of Diane Ramsey, who worked for the Borough for 30 years, concluding her service as our Planning and Zoning Secretary. Diane’s encyclopedic knowledge of our town’s zoning code and regulations was legendary, and we wish her well in retirement.  Has it sunk in yet, Diane?

Diane’s predecessor is Colleen Mayer, who brings us a bright smile and a wealth of experience after holding the same position in Westfield for many years. If you find yourself in Borough Hall, please stop in to welcome Colleen.

Lastly, I’d like to recognize Little Silver’s newest Eagle Scout, Danny Maguire. Remarkably, Danny is the youngest of five Maguire brothers, each of whom attained Scouting’s highest honor.

You’ll see the names of the Maguire boys - Danny, Bobby, Sean, Dennis and Jimmy – on the Scout plaque just inside the front door to Borough Hall, along with the names of Little Silver Eagle Scouts extending back to the 1950s. Stop in and see who you know one of these days.

I will leave news of other upcoming events to the remainder of this Newsletter. As always, please call Borough Hall with any concerns, or contact me directly by calling my home phone at 732-576-8595, or emailing me at bobneff80@gmail.com .

On behalf of the Governing Body, we wish you all blue skies and fair seas this Spring.

Robert C. Neff, Jr.

Mayor, Borough of Little Silver

